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SUMMARY: LEFTISTS ONCE MORE BLOCK MARINE ARTILLERY PRACTICE 
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OVER HIGHWAY 104. TRY, TRY AGAIN. END SUMMARY 
1. THE MARINES WERE UNABLE AGAIN TO CONDUCT ARTILLERY 
EXERCISES ON THE RANGE STRADDLING HIGHWAY 104, DESPITE IMPROVED 
COORDINATION BETWEEN THE JAPANESE DFAB AND THE POLICE, AS WELL 
AS GREATER WILLINGNESS ON THE PART OF THE POLICE TO RESIST AND 
GO AFTER THE DEMONSTRATORS. UP TO 30 DEMONSTRATORS ENTERED 
THE IMPACT AREA BUT SCATTERED AND HID IN THE BRUSH WHEN LOCAL 
POLICE ACCOMPANIED BY MARINE MP'S WENT IN TO EJECT THEM; 
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THREE DEMONSTRATORS WERE APPREHENDED AT 1330 HOURS LOCAL. 
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THE DFAB ASKED THE MARINES TO REFRAIN FROM FIRING UNTIL THESE 
DEMONSTRATORS WERE LOCATED AND REMOVED, AND THE 
EXERCISE WAS FINALLY CALLED OFF AT 1515 HOURS. 

2. DURING THE FORENOON, UP TO 200 DEMONSTRATORS MASSED 
AT THE CHECKPOINT WHERE HIGHWAY 104 ENTERS THE NORTHERN 
LIMIT OF THE EXERCISE AREA. (POLICE COORDINATING HEADQUARTERS IS 
ALSO LOCATED AT THIS POINT.) ONE HUNDRED FIFTY RIOT POLICE HELD 
THEM OFF, AND A HARD CORE OF ABOUT 25 DEMONSTRATORS REMAINED. 
A LESSER NUMBER OF DEMONSTRATORS WITH 18 CARS WERE HELD OFF BY 
100 POLICE AT THE SOUTHERN CHECKPOINT. THE POLICE ALSO STOPPED 
DEMONSTRATORS FROM INFILTRATING THE GUN POSITIONS. ABOUT 100 
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DEMONSTRATORS MASSED AT THE DFAB OFFICE IN NAHA, BOTTLING 
THE STAFF IN. DFAB DIRECTOR NARA TOLD US HE MAY MEET WITH A 
SMALL GROUP LATE IN THE AFTERNOON. 

3. THE LEFTWING PRESS CONTINUED TO GIVE ALL OUT SUPPORT TO 
OPPOSITION TO THE EXERCISE AND REPORTED THAT GOVERNOR YARA 
PLANNED TO MAKE A PROTEST MARCH 1 1 AT SEVERAL GOVT OFFICES IN 
TOKYO. THE ANNOUNCED INTENT OF THE GOJ TO INVOKE THE SPECIAL 
CRIMINAL LAW AGAINST DEMONSTRATORS ARRESTED IN THE BASE 
AREA DREW PARTICULAR ATTENTION, AS THIS WOULD BE THE FIRST 
TIME THIS LAW HAS BEEN USED IN OKINAWA. 

4. COMMENT: THE ABILITY OF A FEW INFILTRATORS TO SLIP IN 
AND HIDE IN THE IMPACT AREA MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO FIRE WITH 
ASSURANCE OF SAFETY. THE MARINES INTEND TO TRY AGAIN NEXT WEEK. 
THE BURDEN WILL BE ON THE POLICE AND THE DFAB TO FIGURE OUT 
WHAT FURTHER CAN BE DONE TO THWART THE LEFTISTS WHO WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY REPEAT THEIR SO FAR SUCCESSFUL TACTICS. 

SYLVESTER 
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